Joseph—A Type of Christ
Joseph and Jesus were similar in many ways. In this study we will look at 18 parallels between
the life of Joseph and the life of Christ. This printout includes parallels 1-8.
In this study we will learn about:
- The life of Joseph the son of Israel (Jacob) – Genesis chapters 37-50
- The events in Joseph’s life that parallels the events in the life of Christ
WE WILL SEE THAT:
1. Both were a shepherd of their father’s sheep.
2. Their father loved them dearly.
3. They were both hated by their brothers.
4. They were sent by their father to their brothers.
5. Others plotted to harm them.
6. Their robes were taken from them.
7. They were both taken to Egypt.
8. They were both sold for the price of a slave.
Sidebar: The story of Judah’s family. (Gen 38)
9. They were both tempted.
10. They were both falsely accused.
11. They were both bound in chains.
12. They were both placed with two other prisoners, one who was saved and the other lost.
13. They were both exalted after suffering.
14. They were both 30 years old at the beginning of public recognition.
15. They both wept.
16. They both forgave those who wronged them.
17. They both saved their nation.
18. What men did to hurt them, God turned it good in both of their lives.
1. Both were a shepherd of their father’s sheep.
Joseph - Gen 37:1-2
Genesis 37:1 Now Jacob lived in the land where his father had sojourned, in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the
records of the generations of Jacob. Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the flock with his
brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives.
And Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father.
Jesus - John 10:11, 27–29
John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
John 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them,
and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29 “My Father, who has given
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.

2. Their father loved them dearly.
Joseph - Gen 37:3
Genesis 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made
him a varicolored tunic.
Jesus - Matt. 3:16-17
Matthew 3:16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 17 and behold, a voice out
of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

3. They were both hated by their brothers.
Joseph - Gen 37:4-12
Genesis 37:4 His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers; and so they hated him and
could not speak to him on friendly terms.
Joseph’s Dream
Genesis 37:5 Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. 6 He said
to them, “Please listen to this dream which I have had; 7 for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field,
and lo, my sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down
to my sheaf.” 8 Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really
going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.
Genesis 37:9 Now he had still another dream, and related it to his brothers, and said, “Lo, I have had still another
dream; and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 He related it to his
father and to his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have
had? Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves down before you to the
ground?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind. 12 Then his brothers
went to pasture their father’s flock in Shechem.
Jesus - John 7:4-5
John 7:4 “For no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these things,
show Yourself to the world.” 5 For not even His brothers were believing in Him.

4. They were sent by their father to their brothers.
Joseph - Gen 37:13-14
Genesis 37:13 Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock in Shechem? Come, and I will send
you to them.” And he said to him, “I will go.” 14 Then he said to him, “Go now and see about the welfare
of your brothers and the welfare of the flock, and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of
Hebron, and he came to Shechem.
Jesus - Hebrews 2:11
Hebrews 2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason
He is not ashamed to call them brethren,

5. Others plotted to harm them.
Joseph - Gen 37:15-20
Genesis 37:15 A man found him, and behold, he was wandering in the field; and the man asked him, “What are
you looking for?” 16 He said, “I am looking for my brothers; please tell me where they are pasturing the
flock.” 17 Then the man said, “They have moved from here; for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ”
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan.

The Plot against Joseph
Genesis 37:18 When they saw him from a distance and before he came close to them, they plotted against him to
put him to death. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer! 20 “Now then, come and let us
kill him and throw him into one of the pits; and we will say, ‘A wild beast devoured him.’ Then let us see
what will become of his dreams!”
Ques: How do you think the brothers recognized Joseph at such a distance?
Jesus - John 11:45-53
John 11:45 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He (Jesus) had done, believed in Him.
46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them the things which Jesus had done.
Ques: What has Jesus done that would create faith in some and hatred in others?
John 11:47 Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, “What are we
doing? For this man is performing many signs. 48 “If we let Him go on like this, all men will believe in
Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”
John 11:49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all,
John 11:50 nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the
whole nation not perish.”
John 11:51 Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus
was going to die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but in order that He might also gather
together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.
John 11:53 So from that day on they planned together to kill Him.

6. Their robes were taken from them.
Joseph - Gen 37:20-25a
Genesis 37:20 “Now then, come and let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; and we will say, ‘A wild
beast devoured him.’ Then let us see what will become of his dreams!” 21 But Reuben (the first born) heard
this and rescued him out of their hands and said, “Let us not take his life.” 22 Reuben further said to them,
“Shed no blood. Throw him into this pit (or cistern) that is in the wilderness, but do not lay hands on
him”—that he might rescue him out of their hands, to restore him to his father.

The Family of Jacob (Israel)
Wives and concubines – Leah, Rachel, Bilhah, Zilpah
Sons - Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin
Daughter – Dinah (through Leah)
Tribe history: The sons went on to form the Twelve Tribes of Israel except that Levi was not included
in that list and in place of Joseph were his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, thereby keeping a full
twelve.
Genesis 37:23 So it came about, when Joseph reached his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the
varicolored tunic that was on him; 24 and they took him and threw him into the pit. Now the pit was empty,
without any water in it. 25 Then they sat down to eat a meal…
Ques: From the actions of the brothers we know that they were ready and willing to bring sorry into Joseph’s life
but who else were they hurting with their actions?
Jesus - John 19:23-24
John 19:23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four parts, a part
to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. 24 So they said to one
another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture:
“THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND FOR MY CLOTHING THEY
CAST LOTS.”

7. They were both taken to Egypt.
Joseph - Gen 37:25b-27
Genesis 37:25b ... And as they raised their eyes and looked, behold, a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming from
Gilead, with their camels bearing aromatic gum and balm and myrrh, on their way to bring them down to
Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it for us to kill our brother and cover up his blood? 27
“Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own
flesh.” And his brothers listened to him.
Ques: What do you think the Lord’s will is in this case?
Ques: How does Judah compare to Christ?
Ques: What does Judah’s phase “cover up his blood” make you think of?
Jesus - Matt. 2:14-15
Matthew 2:14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15
He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.”

8. They were both sold for the price of a slave.
Joseph - Gen 37:28-36
Genesis 37:28 Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted Joseph out of the pit, and
sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought Joseph into Egypt.
Genesis 37:29 Now Reuben returned to the pit, and behold, Joseph was not in the pit; so he tore his garments.
Genesis 37:30 He returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is not there; as for me, where am I to go?” 31 So
they took Joseph’s tunic, and slaughtered a male goat and dipped the tunic in the blood; 32 and they sent the
varicolored tunic and brought it to their father and said, “We found this; please examine it to see whether it
is your son’s tunic or not.” 33 Then he examined it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast has
devoured him; Joseph has surely been torn to pieces!” 34 So Jacob tore his clothes, and put sackcloth on his
loins and mourned for his son many days. 35 Then all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him,
but he refused to be comforted. And he said, “Surely I will go down to Sheol in mourning for my son.” So
his father wept for him.
Genesis 37:36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, Pharaoh’s officer, the captain of the
bodyguard.
Jesus - Matt. 26:13-16
Matthew 26:13 “Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has
done will also be spoken of in memory of her.”
Matthew 26:14 Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What are you
willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him. 16 From then
on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Jesus.
Sidebar: The story of Judah’s family. (Gen chapter 38)
The main characters: Judah (Jacob’s forth son by Leah), Hirah (Judah’s father-in-law), Shua (Judah’s
Canaanite wife), Er (His first born), Onan (His second born), Shelah (His youngest son) and Tamar
(His Canaanite daughter-in-law).
Ref Text: Matthew 1:3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and
Hezron the father of Ram. … 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of
Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah.

